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their slogan, that would have been the worst sort of opportunism, neglect of their duties as democrats and Socialists, and yielding to English reaction and to the English bourgeoisie.
9. THE 1903 PROGRAM AND ITS LIQUIDATORS
The Minutes of the 1903 Congress, at which the program of the Russian Marxists was adopted, have become a great rarity, so that the overwhelming majority of the active workers in the working-class movement today are unacquainted with the motives that underline the various points of the program (the more so since not all the literature relevant thereto enjoys the blessings of legality...). It is therefore necessary to analyze the debate that took place at the 1903 Congress on the question under discussion.
Let us state first of all that however meagre the Russian Social-Democratic literature on the "right   of   nations   to self-determination" may be, it, nevertheless, clearly shows that this right was always understood to mean the right to "secession. Messrs, the  Semkovskys, Liebmans and Yurke-viches, who douibt this and! declare that point 9 is "vague," etc., do so, only because of their extreme ignorance or carelessness. As far back as 1902,   Plekhanov, in the   Zarya, defending "the right  to   self-determination"  in  the  draft program, wrote that this demand, while not obligatory for the bourgeois democrats, is "obligatory for the Social-Democrats."  "If we were to forget or hesitate to advance it," wrote Plekhanov, "for fear of offending the national prejudices of -doir fellow countrymen of the Great-Russian nationality, the call...'workers of  all co'iintirdes,  unite I*   on
our lips would become a brazen lie___"
This is a very apt characterization of the fundamental argument in favour of the point under consideration; so apt that it is not surprising that the critics of our program